
NOTES FROM THE MARCH 8, 2022 SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMISSION MEETING 

In attendance: Barbara Snowadzky, Eileen Wilkins, Elizabeth Keene, Frank Cuff, Jonathan 

Gamble, Karen Jones, Peter Bourque, Frank O'Hara 

1. The meeting began with a prayer for peace in Ukraine. 

2.  The Faith We Live.  The first session, an introduction to Catholic Social Teaching, was 

February 16.  The program was wonderful, and attracted attendees from outside the 

parish.  The next session will be in late April, and, in keeping with the structure of the overall 

program (month 1 - discussion, month 2 - prayer reflection, month 3 - action),  it will involve a 

prayerful reflection on the theme.  Elizabeth will convene a planning group in the next week to 

iron out details and dates.  Karen will look for ways to involve parish youth.  Barbara will 

discuss with the planning group how to get the content of the sessions into the bulletin or on 

the web site.  Frank O will contact people personally to encourage attendance.  Karen raises the 

question -- will the next session be in person?  Peter will let people know about Parish Council 

discussions on opening up for in-person programs. 

3. Catholic Relief Services support group.  A "launch" meeting was held on February 15. There 

were attendees from a number of parishes in Maine.  Jonathan and Martin volunteered to be 

co-leaders of the Maine effort, and are looking for a date to conduct an orientation.  The initial 

focus is on maintaining foreign aid into the federal budget. 

4.  Lent.  Gina sent this update in an email on Tuesday:   

The Restore Books will hopefully arrive this Friday. I do have copies of the first week reflections 

at the Pastoral Center. There are two optional discussion group options on Wednesdays: 8:15am 

at St. Monica Hall or 6:30pm via Zoom. 

The CRS Rice Bowls finally arrived yesterday. They will be available to pick up at Masses this 

weekend. 

Everyone is welcome to join the Morning of Reflection on Liturgical Ministry this Saturday 

beginning at 8am at St. Mary's. Morning will begin with a prayer service on peace and will 

include a teaching on the Mass and time for questions/discussion before a review of Holy Week 

and Easter information for the various ministries. 

5. Angel Food Supper.   The next supper is April 30. The Knights will cook, will be take-out 

only.  Frank C will put together a call for volunteers in the coming month and set a schedule. 

The parish donated the proceeds from its Fat Tuesday breakfast to the Angel Food 

suppers.  Others who want to donate can send money to the parish center. 

6. Beyond Bars 2 session.  A prison reform session was held on February 9.  Attendance was 

good, and the presentations excellent.  A number of volunteer opportunities were 

discussed.  Frank O' will check and make sure that Gina sent the volunteer contact list to 

attendees; he will also translate the volunteer contact list into a bulletin announcement. 
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Eileen is interested in bills to reform the public defender process in Maine.  For more 

information on these bills, contact the chair of the Judiciary Committee, Senator Thom Harnett 

in Gardiner.  His contact information is:  

https://legislature.maine.gov/legis/housedems/harnettt/index.html 

7.  Arbor Day and/or Earth Day.  The group believes that we should do something for Arbor 

Day (April 29) and/or Earth Day (April 22), as a way of continuing to educate parishioners about 

the encyclical Laudate Si.  Frank C will explore possibilities in the coming month.  Karen will 

contact parishioner Harry Wolfington to see if he has any ideas.   

8.   Publicity.  Eileen suggests that the minutes of the our meetings (and all commission 

meetings in the parish) should be included in the bulletin or posted on the website. 

9.  Next meeting date: April 5, 2022, 7 pm, zoom. 

10.  Peter led the group in a final Lenten prayer. 

https://legislature.maine.gov/legis/housedems/harnettt/index.html

